Lowered sperm motility in subordinate social status of mice.
The correlation between social status and sperm motility of mice was investigated. From 5 to 15 weeks of age, mice were kept under two housing conditions, i.e., in pairs or in isolation. The social dominance in the paired mice was determined with the resident-intruder tests, which were carried out from 8 to 15 weeks of age. At the end of 15 weeks of age, sperm activity, weights of reproductive organs, and serum testosterone were determined. It was revealed that the sperm motility of dominant mice was significantly higher than that of the subordinates. The sperm motility of the isolated mice was also significantly higher than the subordinates. It was suggested that the subordinate social status lowered sperm motility.